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You'Shall honourYourFatherand Your Mother

ARTDR] TIRTIX 722
ADifficult/Obligation

This[study [unitlexploreshow [the[tabbisiinderstood thebiblical[commandments(to
honourland[toreverelour parents.[Aslyouwilllsee, theylsaw(thislaslanobligation that
waslbothlveryldemanding, [and [seemingly limitless. [(Thelquestions(of limitswill(be
exploredlin[unit(3).[Thisstudyunit(represents.onlyalsmall[sample of[somelof[the
keylapproachestolthe/subjectin(our(textualltradition, @andwelchosethem(sothatyou
canlgrasplonelkey[stream[of(thoughtlabout(this[Subject, [aswelllas[somelofthe[most
importantdoncepts. Theydomotrepresentia definitiveJewishlanswertolthelquestion
of (Whatlitimeans tfohonour our [parents. Rather, (thisis(a(Setof textsfor a[community
toluselaslalbasisfordisucsiosnlandlearningabouthowWwelhonourlour parents,.and
how [our(traditionmay promptusitodolthisinlathoughtfulland ethicalway.

Thislis[aldouble uinitlaslitlis likely [you lwill(heed [toLcompletelit[in[twolone hour
sessions.
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Thefollowing[discussion, from Midrash[Tanchuma, eéxploresthefeasonwhyGod doeshot %

reveal(therewardsiweliightteceive(forfulfilling[theVarious(different mitzvot,thelbiblical

commandments.

Rabbi[lChiyyah[aid, RolvhatMoeshis
compare?[JtOslikelhkingBvholhadlhn
orchard,ind@vho[broughtdnfvorkers.
Butlthelking[idhottevealRofhemhe
wagesorltheir[plantings,
becausellfthethad,theyBvouldBeelvhich
planting[earned@BubstantialFeward,[ind
then[plant(t.

[tBvouldRurnfbut, AntheBvork[bilthe
vineyard,thatBome[bftBvouldbe
abandoned,hindtherlpartsBvould
flourish.
AndBolthe[HolyBelssedne[Hoeshot
revealn[the[lTorahthelFfeward[for[kach
and[kvery mitzvah,
becasueliflthisQverefevealedBome
mitzvotivouldbelenduringlind[bthers
would[belhbandoned.
And[Rabbi[Achal3aid,Anthefhame[bf
Rabbi[Abbalbar[Kahana,Fhe[Holy
Blessed[DnefhiftedhefewardMor
observingthe[ffommandments[tolthis
world,Bolthat[the[Jewish[peopleQvould
tulfillthemn[theirfentirety.
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Midrash(Tanhuma now[dontinues...

Rabbibhimon[benllY ochailtaught,[The[Holy
Blessed[nelfevealedthelfewardsforJustliwo
oflthe mitzvot,[indtheylhre, [biAllthe
commandments, thellightestbflthelightlnd
thelheaviest[bflthelheavy.[[Drthelfasiestlind
thelhardest|
ThellightestbflthelightOsO‘'youBhallBurely
shooliwaylthenother[bird, hindbnlyRhen
take[bflheryoung, BolthattOvillizolvellGvith

youlindFrouBhalllengthenfyourlHays.”
Deuteronomy[P2:7

AndQRhelheaviest[bflthelheavy?
“Honour[yourlfatherindfrourinother,
asfthe[EternalJrourlGodltommanded{ou,
solthatlyour[HaysBvilllbelong
andBolthatQtOvillzoBvellfor{ou
upon[thelland
thatlthe[EternalrourlGodQsigivingfou”.
Deuteronomy[b:06
And[thesefwollommandmentsfre[quallin
thelfewardsolbelgivendnthisOvorld.
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RabbiShimonben(Yochaildonsidered "hounour yourfatherland your mother’ ito belthe

toughestlof(allthe/iommandments. Why?

Perhapslitiwasbecauseltherabbisviewesthis duty(dasbeing, €ssentially, Withoutlany limit, @s

this following story shows.

Source(3
BabylonianTalmud Kiddushin [31b

Rabbi[larfonfhadlnother.[WhenBhe
wishedfolnountntolbed,helvouldbend
down[tolletlherfscend[]byBteppinglbnlhim,
andOvhenBhelwvishedtolHescend,Bhelvould
doBolbyBteppinglbnhim].
Helventlofoboastlhboutthimselflinthe
house[bfllearning,hndthey[aiditothim‘you
havelhotleventeachedhalflthelhonour[Huelto
her,[hasBhe[etthrownlher[purselntotheSea
withoutyouBhamingfher?”
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See[Unit3Source(lfor@nexpanationof‘throwingthepurselintothelsea.’
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Source(4
TheTorahspeaks(ofthe dommandments/tohonourland reverelparentsintwo
seperate/places.
Honour Revere
TRRNRT TARNK 122 WPH IR MR UK
TN 2V TR T 197 MRYR NNV NK

T2 103 TR TN DTIPR TIT 3K
Honourjourffatherfindfrourinother,Bo Everylpersoninustfear{theirfmotherfind
thatfrour[HaysnaylbeJongiponltheland theirffatherfindlkeeplnyBabbaths.
whichthe[EternalourlGodgivesdou. [lmfhelEternal.

Exodus20:12
Leviticus19:3

Why [doesltheTorahusefwoldifferentcommands, kabed, meaning, honour

and tiyrah, whichimeans(youlshall fear(orrevere?

Whatlother differencesdoyoulsee betweenthesefwoNersions?
The(Torahsesthelanguagelof fespectldnd fear, butmot(of love. Think@bout(this.

Sourcel5
BabylonianTalmud Kiddushin 31b

Ourltabbisfaught:(Whats[ireverence’[ind 2792°9 719K L,NXT9 1T 7D
whats0honour’? 5 _
‘Reverence’neansfhatlbnelnustlheither WP XY IPR Y X — XM
Ej standn(his[]parent’s][place,brBitOnlhislplace, ;1127 NX N0 X »1122122
e nor[tontradictthisBvords,horltiptheBcales[n $997797 KDY
'5 aBCholarlyI]iispute]I}lgainst[him. ’;-‘Pwn-1 1?’3&73 — 992%5
‘Honour’Ineans, FivethimfoodAndHrink
2 clothefhimndtoverhim, ;7071 W21
; leadlhimnfndleadhim[but. X9X9739 ©°101
o

>~ How dolthe Fabbistinderstand the words “honour’ [and ‘revere’?
O Whatldolyouthink[about/thesetwoldategories?

g Dolyoulagree with(their thinkinglabout/these definitions?
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WhatMightHonour[YouFatheriand YourMother Mean[for usToday?

From(TheDailyTelegraph,2nd Feb2010

People(Shouldbe Forced/toLook [After Parentsto Repaythem forFree Childcare

In alecture, Baroness Deech will suggest it should be be enforced as a payback for the 'free
childcare support they provide.

She will say: “In return for al that grandparents do, should there not be an obligation to keep
them, and to keep parents, and reciprocate the care that was given by them to children and
grandchildren in their youth?’

...... In the latest speech in a series on family law at Gresham College in London she will point
to historical precedents for forcing children to care for their parents, such as the 400-year-old
Poor Law.

This required sonsto support their parents and grandparents throughout their lives, while for
daughters the obligation only lasted until they married. This law was repealed in England and
Wales in 1948, and in Scotland in 1985.

Lady Deech, a professor of law at Gresham College, will point out that legal obligations till
exist in other countries, such as in France where there is “limited duty to support members of
the wider family, known as I’ obligation alimentaire”.

In Singapore, the Maintenance of Parents Act 1995 means that anyone aged over 60, who
cannot maintain themselves adequately, “can apply for an order that their child should do so
via periodical payments or a lump sum”.

Lady Deech warns that, with 20 per cent of pensoners in Britain living below the poverty
line, the situation may worsen with “fewer earners to support the growing retired
population”.
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